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Interview with the dean | INSIGHTS
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THE LAS
Creators have a
signature—a unique approach,
a particular texture, a style of
their own. In the same way, the
College of Liberal Arts and Social
Sciences (LAS) has a distinctive
signature that helps its graduates
stand out in the 21st-century
workforce. Dean Guillermo
Vásquez de Velasco explains.
Published
by Digital Commons@DePaul, 2016
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What do you mean when you
describe the “LAS signature"?
Our brand of liberal arts is special,
different from that at other universities.
We draw upon the liberal arts to
empower leadership for the common
good. That’s our signature, our distinctive
persona.
Where did our signature come from?
It’s always been our mission to be at the
core of what the university does, and
that’s not surprising. We were the first
college of the university and, even as

DePaul evolved, we have remained at
the core. There’s a very good reason why
we are entrusted with the coordination
of the first-year experience and the
liberal studies program that virtually all
undergraduates take. We provide that
common denominator of intellectual
experiences and fundamental skills that
make a DePaul degree something greater
than the sum of its parts.
What are the elements of the LAS
signature?
We start with the university’s mission, to
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do good and do it well. Its fundamental
role is to tell us what is important. What
are the priorities? What should we pay
attention to?
Next, we are a large group of disciplines
with a shared purpose. We know the
world is full of challenges that require
people to collaborate across fields
as well as time zones. Fortunately,
we’re naturally predisposed toward
multidisciplinary integration. Each one of
our disciplines, of course, provides our
students with a very rich knowledge base.
So, the mission helps us identify the
problem. Our knowledge base allows
us to understand the issues. The third
component of our signature is this very
special ability we have to deliver.
We move into action. That is very
signature to us. We don’t just recognize
a problem, understand it, and then
stay quiet. We’re activists. We’re
collaborators. We are leaders.
What do we do differently than
liberal arts programs at other
universities?
That’s our secret recipe: the LAS signature
learning experience. This isn’t something
that can happen in a traditional 300-seat
lecture hall with very little interaction
between faculty and students. We learn
in classrooms and seminar rooms that
function like liberal arts studios, where
the dynamic is directed towards clear
learning objectives but largely unscripted.
Peer interaction is very, very high. We
bring outside actors into the equation—
alumni, collaborators, and even entire
communities in many instances. We’re
project-driven. We do more than learn.
We act.
What is a “signature learning
experience"?
It is a highly enhanced learning
opportunity. It might be a program,
a course, a project, even a single
assignment, but these experiences bring
together all the elements that make LAS

special: service for the common good,
multiple disciplines, collaboration and
interactions outside the classroom. It’s a
very powerful way to learn. It takes on a
life of its own and is remembered forever
by our students.
What does that mean for LAS
students and graduates?
By the time our students graduate,
they are T-shaped individuals. They
know something about everything and
everything about something, the latter
being their field of study. If I may say
so, because of that particular cognitive
profile, they are professional collaborators.
We know that in the 21st-century
workplace nothing is done by a single
individual. Everything is a product of
collaboration, and our students bring
that. They facilitate collaboration thanks
to their multidisciplinary knowledge
base, highly transferable skill set,
and—very important but sometimes
overlooked—their dynamic, cooperative
attitude and culture.
Embracing a culture of collaboration
means that teamwork is not viewed as
something that you have to do, that
you must do, but something that you
get to do. It is a source of richness and
enjoyment, and our graduates bring that
feeling to the workplace. They become
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key members of the collective, and soon
they are identified as leaders among peers.
It’s not only true that liberal arts graduates
have far-reaching careers and can go to
high places, but also that they can do it
in the fast lane, because they bring to
the table the flexible culture, knowledge
base and skill set that are most needed.
Employers see that. They’re not just
problem solvers; they are problem seekers.
What do you mean by that?
They don’t just take the problems that
people bring to them. They are proactive
in going out and identifying key problems
and issues, guided by a moral compass.
The beauty is that when they have that
attitude, the solution to a problem
and the definition of the problem are
interactive. They are not limited to the
need of raising the bridge to let the boat
go through. Now they can say, “Why
don’t we lower the river?” Or, “Why
don’t we do both things, half and half?”
LAS graduates have a repertoire of
creative responses that your typical
problem solver doesn’t have.
Many universities claim to create leaders.
What we do is to create leaders who
know how to drive change for the
common good. That’s much more rare
and impactful. That’s our brand.

| 32
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ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS

INNOVATIVE COURSES LINK LAS STUDENTS TO THE WIDER WORLD

WHAT ARE THE INGREDIENTS FOR A

LATINO COMMUNITY SERIES

SIGNATURE LEARNING EXPERIENCE IN

Learning goes both ways when students
in her classes spend time providing
homework help to children in low-income
neighborhoods, says Lourdes Torres, professor
and chair of the Department of Latin
American and Latino Studies. She developed
Growing Up Latino/a in the U.S., one of three
service-learning courses that enable students
to explore Latino culture while learning about
it from young mothers, children and middleschool students. Her students always gain
more than a different perspective.

LAS? DEAN GUILLERMO VÁSQUEZ DE
VELASCO TICKS THEM OFF ON HIS FINGERS:

MISSION-BASED.
MULTIDISCIPLINARY.
EXPERIENTIAL.
BEYOND THE CLASSROOM.
CREATING LEADERS FOR THE
COMMON GOOD.

“They develop leadership ability. They
learn how to conduct small-group
activities or focus groups. They learn
how to engage with, or how to reach
out to, someone who might be reluctant
to engage. They learn how to problemsolve when things don’t turn out as they
expected,” she says. “Working in the

community encourages students to be
more flexible and to know that there’s not
just one solution to a problem.”
Dominic Carranza (Arabic ’17) took
Growing Up Latino/a so he could explore
neighborhoods he’d never seen before
and work with children from his own
ethnic background. He and fellow student
Michelle Dominguez (English Literature and
Community Psychology ’17), both of whom
were raised in non-Latino communities,
also enrolled so they could explore
their heritage. The experience was both
insightful and surprising, Dominguez says.
“Sometimes the kids wouldn’t know as
much as I thought they would, so being
able to share things that I’ve learned—that
not everyone who is Latino speaks Spanish
and that we’re from a lot of different
countries—was really cool. We were
teaching each other,” says Dominguez.

HERE’S
HOW THEY
LOOK IN
PRACTICE.

Centro Romero is one of many service-learning sites for Latino community courses.
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DESPAIR AND HOPE

message: finding wisdom within the suffering.

“If we professors have trouble reading
the newspaper and coping with what’s
going on in the world, it’s even harder
for students,” says Frida Kerner Furman,
professor in the departments of Religious
Studies and Peace, Justice and Conflict
Studies. “I decided to provide them with
some models through a course called
Despair and Hope.”

“Professor Furman’s class really forces you
to discover how you relate to the material,
which lets you decide how to apply it to
your life,” he says.

By necessity, those models reflect many
disciplines, including religious studies,
philosophy, psychology and literature.
“There are no definitive answers to the
issue of despair, but there are various ways
that individuals respond to it,” Furman says.
Peter Kurzawski, a junior majoring in
developmental psychology, was amazed
that readings as dissimilar as the “Epic of
Gilgamesh” and the teachings of Martin
Luther King Jr. all point at a universal

Students do exactly that during the final
portion of the class, which brings in one
more discipline: science. Working in teams,
they choose an environmental issue to
investigate. After examining how religious
and scientific organizations are trying to
address the problem, they formulate their
own ethically grounded approach.
“You can’t simply study these issues from
one point of view. Students need to be
aware of the complexities of these issues
and learn from that. Then they can plug
in [take action] where they feel most
comfortable,” Furman says. “My role as
an educator is to help students become
better, more responsible citizens.”

Kim Wasserman-Nieto, executive director for the Little Village
Environmental Justice Organization, was one of several
speakers for Despair and Hope. Photo courtesy of Goldman
Environmental Prize.

REFUGEE AND FORCED MIGRATION
INTERNSHIPS
The Master of Science in Refugee and
Forced Migration Studies “is a very selfconsciously interdisciplinary program,”
says Shailja Sharma, program director.
It also develops students’ leadership
skills, particularly in service delivery and
development of public policy.
“It’s geared to students who have skills
in different areas like law, public service
and nonprofit management, along
with academic subjects like history and
international relations,” she says. Students
draw on all those disciplines when they
work directly with refugees through
internships either in Chicago or abroad.

Tessa Lavdiotis (Peace, Justice and Conflict Studies’14, MS Refugee and Forced Migration Studies ’17) interned and now
works for Field Ready, which builds and deploys humanitarian supplies such as airbags used to rescue people trapped under
debris. Photo courtesy of Field Ready.

“[Chicago-based students] do everything—
help refugees with their paperwork, teach
them English, help them adjust to high
school. They also are working in advocacy
positions for refugees,” she says. “Our
overseas students are working on journals
that help set policy or raise public opinion
around refugee issues.”

Studies ’17) worked with Syrian refugees
in Greece, with the American Red Cross
in Chicago and with Field Ready, an
NGO that meets humanitarian need by
transforming logistics through technology,
design and new ways of engaging people.

Through her internships, Tessa Lavdiotis
(Peace, Justice and Conflict Studies
’14, MS Refugee and Forced Migration

“Working on the ground gave me insights
that I would not have had through simply
studying this subject,” she says. “Working
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with Field Ready helped me learn many
aspects of nonprofit management, such as
grant and report writing, communications,
budgeting and various other elements.
I’ve become not only more confident in
my skills, but also have been able to learn
what a leader looks like through many of
the extremely experienced and talented
individuals I have worked with.”

| 54
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PUSHING THE FRONTIERS OF

JUSTICE
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eframing the discussion has been at
the heart of LAS’s Inside-Out restorative
justice program since it began in 2011.
“We all have ideas about what we believe
prison is like and about who prisoners are,”
says Jacqueline Lazú, associate dean and an
associate professor in the Department of
Modern Languages. Lazú built the InsideOut curriculum through the community
service studies minor, a partnership
between LAS and the Steans Center for
Community-based Service Learning. “The
Inside-Out experience allows our students
to insert themselves into this critical issue
in our society and see the humanity of the
people who are dehumanized by a flawed
system, moral disengagement and public
attitudes about crime and punishment.”
DePaul’s Inside-Out Prison Exchange
Program launched with Restorative Justice:
Engagement with the Prison, a 10-week
course taught at Stateville Correctional
Center in Crest Hill, Ill., by Kimberley
Moe, an instructor in the Department
of Philosophy. Through readings, papers
and peace circles, student and inmate
pairs explore the concept of restorative
justice, which asserts that offenders are
rehabilitated by repairing harm to victims
and the community.
The popularity of the initial Inside-Out
course and a curriculum development
grant awarded to Lazú led to the creation
of two new courses: Law and the Political
System, taught by Christina Rivers, an
associate professor in the Department of
Political Science, and Masculinity, Justice
and the Law, taught by John Zeigler,
director of the Egan Office of Urban
Education and Community Partnership in
the Steans Center. (See the story in the
fall/winter 2016 issue of Insights.)

The program expanded outside of LAS in
spring 2017 when Laura Biagi, a visiting
multicultural faculty member in The
Theatre School, taught a class on healing
narrative at Cook County Jail. “I’m excited
to be able to welcome other colleges and
other disciplines into this network,” Lazú
says. “It’s a natural extension of DePaul’s
collaborative strength.”
Starting in January 2017, inmates at
Stateville began earning college credit
for the courses they take with DePaul
students. Providing credit to inmates
has always been a goal, says Lazú.
Inmates feel pride and a renewed sense
of purpose when they earn credit, and
recidivism drops substantially among
ex-convicts who further their education.
This arrangement certainly would please
St. Vincent de Paul, who ministered
extensively to convicts.
“This is a direct reflection of our mission
to treat people, regardless of their
situation, with dignity,” says Howard
Rosing, executive director of the Steans
Center, which administers the program.
“It’s always been clear that Inside-Out
is a transformational experience for our
‘outside’ students, our DePaul students,
but it’s equally important that this is
a transformational experience for our
‘inside’ students as well,” Lazú says.
Faculty enthusiasm around restorative
justice is an example of the issues-based
clusters that will define LAS in the 21st
century, says Dean Guillermo Vásquez
de Velasco. “It’s issues-based, missionbased, multidisciplinary, experiential.
These groups that span discipline-based
departments can innovate and educate
in a way that is unique to our college, to
Chicago and to DePaul.”

“This is a direct reflection of our
mission to treat people, regardless
of their situation, with dignity.”
https://via.library.depaul.edu/insights/vol1/iss12/1
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CRIMINOLOGY DEGREE
COMPLEMENTS RESTORATIVE
JUSTICE CURRICULUM

DePaul’s distinctive new bachelor’s
degree in criminology capitalizes on
the university’s strong network of
community partners, some developed
through the restorative justice
curriculum, and LAS’s multidisciplinary
expertise. Social justice is at the heart
of the program, which debuts in
the fall of 2017. Concentrations are
offered in community justice, criminal
justice administration, and race, class,
gender and justice.
“Through our requirements, we insist
students understand our system of
justice as one that is complicated by
issues of inequality and how we as a
society respond to it,” says Jacqueline
Lazú, associate dean and an associate
professor in the Department of
Modern Languages.
Students will have extensive
interaction with professionals in the
field, public officials, community
organizations, activists and people
who come in contact with the
criminal justice system. The highly
experiential program will create
gateways into a wide variety of
careers, including public policy,
social work, corrections, law
enforcement, politics and law.
More importantly, graduates will be
prepared to take leadership roles
in changing the justice system for
the better. “What really makes our
program different is our commitment
to transforming the conversation,”
Lazú says. “We’re in a position to
bring all these stakeholders together
to problem-solve. We mean to impact
discourse and practice.”

| 76
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Brooklynn Leonhardt (Philosophy ’17)
(DePaul University/Jamie Moncrief)

“LAST LESSONS”
REVEAL OPPORTUNITIES
IN CHALLENGES
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Craig Hartman (DHL '17), left, and the
7
Rev. Dennis H. Holtschneider, C.M.
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The quest to upend political and cultural “laws” with compassion, beauty
and persistence infused LAS’s 119th commencement on June 11. Coordinated
only by their embrace of Vincentian values, each speaker evoked enthusiastic
applause as they urged the new graduates to wield their knowledge for good.
“YOUR EXISTENCE IS RESISTANCE.”
Brooklynn Leonhardt (Philosophy ’17)
dedicated her student address to those
without degrees who labored long so
that the graduates in the audience could
receive a diploma.
“I’m a first-generation multiracial student.
I’m the eldest of seven siblings. I’m the
daughter of indigenous peoples, the
product of colonialism, violence and
oppression, but also brilliance and survival,”
said Leonhardt (see brief on page 16).
Although their classwork is complete,
“we will always be students, including
the knowledge that life places on us”
through adversity, she said. She called
on her fellow graduates to “labor with
love and compassion” throughout their
careers. “DePaul has instilled within us
the importance of creating intentional
community and continuing to encourage
discourse on pressing issues.”
While some will enter careers that directly
connect to service and social justice,
others need to decide how social advocacy
will fit in their future.
“We are left with the task not only to
radically redefine ourselves, but also
our world. What kinds of words will
you articulate when you are faced with
injustice, and what will you teach future
generations?” she asked.
The audience erupted in a standing
ovation when Leonhardt concluded, “Your
existence is resistance.” The Rev. Dennis
H. Holtschneider, C.M., outgoing DePaul
president, added, “Your comments today
were DePaul at its best.”

“CHICAGO IS IN YOU.”
“It is the leadership of global cities that
is truly shaping the world’s destiny,” said

keynote speaker Craig Hartman (DHL
’17). An acclaimed architect, he designs
buildings and neighborhoods that reduce
social inequality and slow climate change.

the common good. And he thinks about
beauty and space and light and ease of
function because he cares about how the
built environment affects people.”

“Environmental degradation, climate
change, social inequity and especially
poverty seem intractable, but they are not
laws of [science]. Political constructs, not
the limits of science and our imaginations,
are the biggest barriers to solving these
challenges,” he said.

LAS Dean Guillermo Vásquez de Velasco
recalled being awestruck when he first
visited the Cathedral of Christ the Light,
designed by Hartman, soon after it opened
in 2008. “As a trained architect, I knew that
great architecture can be a strong source
of expression, but I did not expect to feel
emotionally lifted the way I did,” he said.

City governments are addressing critical
social and environmental issues worldwide,
and LAS graduates, with their backgrounds
of service and civic engagement, are
uniquely prepared to contribute to their
communities and challenge the status quo.

He also was moved by Leonhardt’s
student address. “I was uplifted by her
commitment to the common good and
filled with hope for the future.”

“Graduates of DePaul … are educated in
critical thinking, ethics and discernment,”
he said. “Be an empathetic advocate.
Listen and speak up.”
He urged graduates to “find a way to
travel. You will witness firsthand that the
world is full of rich culture and smart,
resourceful, kind people.” Then, he told
graduates to return to Illinois when their
“hitchhiking thumbs” are worn out.
“Chicago is in you, and it wants you back.”

“ONE LAST LESSON”
Fr. Holtschneider said that commencements
serve as one last lesson for graduates, and
he urged them to study how Hartman uses
his career to improve the world.
“He rethinks whole neighborhoods,
how people can live together in tight
places,” Fr. Holtschneider said. “He thinks
about the sustainability of the human
community and what we should build. He
thinks about how what we build affects
social inequity, either reinforcing it or
undoing it. He thinks how design serves
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Rather than
consuming
knowledge,
we will
become
makers of
knowledge.
| 98
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Inside the Cathedral of Christ the Light
Architect to lead alumni tour
The Cathedral of Christ the Light in Oakland, Calif., is
both breathtaking and one of the most architecturally
significant buildings of the past 125 years. Here’s how
Dean Vásquez de Velasco describes his first visit.
“As I approached the cathedral, I was inspired by
the duality of its reflectiveness and transparency.
Upon entering, I found extraordinary conditions for
emotional engagement with the space beyond the
doors. The amazing wealth of light, uplifting void, art
and forms in the interior of the cathedral filled me
with admiration and hope.”
Interested in exploring this magnificent building with
the man who designed it? Alumni Relations is working
on arranging a tour for DePaul alumni with architect
Craig Hartman (DHL ’17) of Skidmore, Owings and
Merrill. More information will be available soon.

SIGN UP NOW

Chicago Issues at Heart of
Mass Incarceration Symposium
False confessions, high rates of gun
violence, police corruption and other
law enforcement issues are the focus
of DePaul’s symposium “Dismantling
the Prison Nation: Mass Incarceration in
Chicago,” to be held Nov. 3 and 4. Kim
Foxx, state’s attorney for Cook County,
Ill., is the keynote speaker.
The symposium will explore the role of
education, re-entry, wrongful conviction,
police-community relations, restorative
justice, the Inside-Out Prison Exchange
Program and other issues in Illinois. It is
free and open to the public.

Kim Foxx (photo courtesy of the Cook County
State’s Attorney’s Office)

Published
by Digital Commons@DePaul, 2016
10 |

“Our goal is to bring together people
who are interested in these issues,
to encourage collaboration and to
prevent duplication of effort,” says
Christina Rivers, associate professor in
the Department of Political Science and

a member of the symposium planning
committee. “The symposium will be
interactive and participatory.”
Jamie Kalven, an award-winning
investigative journalist and human
rights activist, will share his experiences
reporting on police abuse and impunity for
the Chicago Tribune. Marc Mauer, author
of “Race to Incarcerate” and executive
director of the Sentencing Project, will
discuss efforts to reform sentencing
policies and racial disparities in the criminal
justice system. DePaul students will do
dramatic readings of prisoners’ writings
and participate in panel discussions. The
program includes breakout sessions and
interactive workshops.
To register, contact Nila Ginger Hofman
at nhofman@depaul.edu or visit
las.depaul.edu.

9
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LAS’s first endowed chair
furthers Vincentian scholarship
The new Rev. Dennis H. Holtschneider,
C.M., Chair in Vincentian Studies is not
only the first endowed chair in LAS, but
the first such chair in the world.
“The Holtschneider Endowed Chair in
Vincentian Studies will help ensure that
DePaul will continue to be the premier
international site for Vincentian research,”
says the Rev. Edward Udovic, C.M. (History
’76), senior executive for university
mission, secretary of the university and
vice president for teaching and learning
resources. “No other Vincentian university
has such an endowed chair.”
During his 13-year tenure as DePaul’s
president before he stepped down in
July, Fr. Holtschneider worked to elevate
Vincentian values within the university.
In 2007, DePaul became the world’s
preeminent center for Vincentian studies
when the Vincentian Mission Institute was
founded and the Vincentian Studies Institute
relocated to the university. The endowed
chair will further Fr. Holtschneider’s legacy.

“The Board of Trustees made this gift not just
in appreciation of Fr. Holtschneider’s years as
president, but in recognition of the vision that
he had to establish an unparalleled center for
Vincentian studies,” Fr. Udovic says.
Dean Guillermo Vásquez de Velasco says that
the chair, which resides in the Department of
Catholic Studies, is of critical importance in
translating the Vincentian question, “What
must be done?,” into the call for leadership
in social justice that LAS holds at its core.
A search among preeminent Vincentian
scholars to identify the inaugural holder of
the chair began in July. Emanuele Colombo,
chair of the Department of Catholic Studies,
is enthusiastic about the potential impact
of the new scholar, who will oversee
the expansion of the Vincentian studies
curriculum and teach courses.
“Students want to have an idea about the
origin of the university … and know more
about the Vincentian tradition in today’s
world,” he says. These courses fulfill
liberal studies requirements, and there
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is high demand for them from students
across the university.
In addition, the new scholar will provide
important perspectives on Vincentian
history, vision and spirituality to the ongoing
discussion of the meaning of Catholicism
among faculty and students at DePaul, the
nation’s largest Catholic university.
“The scholar who will fill this chair also
will work to improve and disseminate
the research on St. Vincent de Paul, St.
Louise de Marillac, the Vincentians and
the Daughters of Charity,” Colombo
says. In addition to continuing his or her
own scholarship, the scholar will guide
the Vincentian Studies Institute in its
research and publishing, which includes the
Vincentian Heritage journal.
The first endowed professorship in LAS,
the LeRoy D. Sanders and Mary Clare
McHugh Sanders Endowed Professorship
in the Department of History, also was
created in 2016-17. See the story in the
winter 2017 issue of Insights.

10
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Using statistics to change the world
One in five babies born in some
Chicago neighborhoods weighs
less than 5.5 pounds, the medical
threshold for low birth weight.
It doesn’t have to be that way.
“There’s nothing natural about the health
disparities that we see in Chicago,” says
Fernando De Maio, associate professor in
the Department of Sociology and affiliated
faculty member in the Master of Public
Health program. He’s been digging deep
into public data, comparing Chicago’s 77
neighborhoods with those in its Canadian
twin, Toronto.
Toronto?
“We can gain a lot of knowledge by
comparing apples and oranges,” De
Maio explains. Chicago and Toronto are
somewhat alike: similar size, the presence
of a substantial number of low-income
residents, as well as problems with racial
and ethnic segregation of communities.
Yet health outcomes for residents are
remarkably uniform across Toronto, even
in impoverished, minority neighborhoods.
While Canada’s universal health care system is
certainly a factor, the real issues are what De
Maio calls the root causes of disease: poverty,
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unemployment, housing and the experience
of discrimination, which play out differently in
a multicultural city versus a segregated city.
“The more segregated a community is
in Chicago, the greater the risk for low
birth weight,” De Maio says. However,
highly segregated African-American
neighborhoods have the highest rates
of low birth weight, while the rates in
similarly segregated Latino communities are
comparable to those in the rest of Chicago.
In Toronto, the best-off communities had
a low birth weight prevalence of about 3
percent, comparable to that of the best-off
neighborhoods in Chicago. But in Toronto,
the worst-off communities fared much
better than in Chicago, with a low birth
weight prevalence of only 11 percent.
“Toronto shows us what’s possible,” says De
Maio, who grew up in that city and earned
his undergraduate degree from the University
of Toronto. “It is possible to have a far more
equitable city of many, many millions of
people—with a diverse population, problems
with unemployment, poverty, just like we
do—and break the link between social
determinants and the health outcome.”
His study, which was published in Critical
Public Health earlier this year, is one
of the first to come out of the Center
for Community Health Equity. De Maio

is co-director of the center, which is a
collaboration between DePaul and Rush
University Medical Center that investigates
the root causes of health inequities. He’s also
served as a committee co-chair for Healthy
Chicago 2.0, the city’s plan to improve the
health of residents over the next five years.
“I look at the patterns of inequality and social
divisions and how those manifest in unfair
health outcomes,” he says. Chicago is a
hotbed of disparities. There’s a 15-year gap in
life expectancy between residents of Lincoln
Park and West Garfield Park. Infant mortality
is three times greater in deeply segregated
neighborhoods. There are similar differences
in the rates of asthma, mental health issues
and “all kinds of preventable suffering.”
Preventing that suffering is what drives
De Maio’s work. It’s also what makes his
research classically Vincentian.
“When we use statistical methods not
only to describe the world, but to change
it, statistical analysis becomes a radical
research methodology,” he says. “I’m
interested in social justice. I don’t want to
do this same study 10 years from now and
get the same results.”
To learn more about the study, visit
www.healthequitychicago.org.
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Silver Lining
Playbook
What’s it like to be part of NASA’s International Space Apps Challenge
hackathon? See it through the eyes of first-time hacker Elena Becerril Salas, a
senior majoring in geography and international studies, at the LAS-hosted event
organized by Cassandra Follett, coordinator for geographic information systems
(GIS) in the Department of Geography.

SATURDAY, APRIL 29
9 A.M. On my way to the NASA space
hackathon! It focuses on earth science,
and I think it will be cool to apply what I’ve
learned at DePaul about geotechnology. But
I forgot to get coffee—hope I can get some!
10:30 A.M. After orientation, we split
into teams and started coming up with
ideas. My teammates are students and
researchers from all kinds of disciplines at
area universities.
10:59 A.M. We’ve got our project! We’ll
map severe weather conditions against
the presence of local atmospheric aerosols
to identify potential connections. We’re
building an online visualization tool that lets
users lay different types of emission data
over intensive weather patterns so they can
see correlations and impact.

2:44 P.M. We’ve decided to focus on
Chicago and the Great Lakes for our
analysis of aerosols and precipitation. Now
we’re looking for 2014 precipitation data.

10:32 A.M. We’re keeping all 15 layers, and
my teammate and I just finished defining
each one. Now our group has to decide
which spatial regression tools to add.
11:55 A.M. We order pizza and discuss all
that we have left to complete. I’m tired, but
we still need to make the front end of our
app visually appealing.

3:25 P.M. Part of our group is still seeking
2014 precipitation data. You’d think this
data would be more accessible than it
actually is.

2:10 P.M. We’re calling our project Silver
Lining. I’m working on the video for our
project page while my teammate is looking
for songs for the soundtrack. We end
up picking a song by Icelandic composer
Jóhann Jóhannsson.

4 P.M. My teammate found the precipitation
data set! Now two of my group members
are running a regression analysis.

3:03 P.M. We’ve compiled all our data and
research on aerosols. Now we’re writing the
project description for our web page.

SUNDAY, APRIL 30

4:01 P.M. One hour left! Time to finalize the
user interface on the front end of our app.

9 A.M. Decision time. Right now we have
15 different data layers in the user interface.
Should we keep them all?

5 P.M. We present our work! Our project
was sent on to the global competition. Check
it out at bit.ly/DePaulSpaceApps.

12:52 P.M. Just got back from lunch. We’re
brainstorming about data sets and what we
want to include in the final project.

https://via.library.depaul.edu/insights/vol1/iss12/1

It’s been an exhausting two days, but I’ve learned a lot, met some pretty great
people and found out about some new spatial software systems. It definitely
piqued my interest in learning more about computer programming. I plan to do
more hackathons!
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STUDENT
RESEARCHERS
ILLUMINATE
TRANSIT SECRETS
Which one is faster, your bike or UberPool?

anything else.”

Do area cyclists use the Chicago stop or
the Idaho stop?

Avid cyclist Riley O’Neill, who is earning
a master’s degree in sustainable urban
development, designed a study to
compare bikes, public transit and the
ride-sourcing service UberPool. Teams of
volunteers made simultaneous trips along
45 routes, recording their time via the
three modalities. While UberPool had a
slight edge over bikes on trips originating
in the heart of or at the outer edge of
downtown, bikes were significantly faster
between neighborhoods.

Can you really tour downtown Chicago on
a Divvy bike?
Civic leaders from California to
Chicago are digging into the data and
recommendations from several recent
transit studies conducted by students
through the Chaddick Institute for
Metropolitan Development. Improving
cycling infrastructure is a fast and
inexpensive way to reduce automotive
congestion and air pollution, and
commuters love it, says Joe Schwieterman,
institute director and professor in the
School of Public Service.
“Surprisingly, saving time is a major
motivation,” he says. “Getting from point
A to point B is often faster on a bike than
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“We knew biking would be faster [between
neighborhoods], but we didn’t think the
time saving would be as great as it is. You’re
saving 25 minutes or a similar gigantic
amount of time,” Schwieterman says. He
was even more impressed by bikers’ ability
to predict travel time to within a five-minute
window. “You can’t do that on the CTA.”

O’Neill points out that the CTA and bicycles
are complementary, not competitors. “If I
ride into downtown one day, and it starts
snowing or raining, I need to throw my
bike up on the bus or the train. That’s an
important relationship.”
Jenna Caldwell (MS Public Service
Management ’16), who swapped her car for
a bike nine years ago, investigated a common
Chicago practice with an out-of-state name:
the Idaho stop. When approaching stop
signs, nearly all cyclists she observed slowed
and prepared to yield, but preserved their
momentum by not stopping completely. That’s
legal in Idaho, which enacted regulations
allowing it in 1982, but not in Chicago.
“Cyclists are really practicing behaviors
that are in the best interest of their safety
while maintaining their momentum and
getting from point A to point B as fast as
possible,” she says.
Although a London study showed that the
Idaho stop was actually safer for cyclists,
Chaddick usually doesn’t make that
sort of recommendation, Schwieterman
says. Instead, the institute provides the
data that allow civic leaders and cycling
enthusiasts to “have an honest discussion
about what’s best for the city.”
However, Schwieterman does heartily
recommend one piece of research done
by O’Neill and C. Scott Smith, assistant
director of the institute: the seven-mile bike
tour that shows the evolution of cycling in
downtown Chicago. You’ll find the route at
blogs.depaul.edu/chaddick-institute.
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“It was a
profound
sense of
relief and
excitement.”
That's how award-winner Tom Rietz neatly summed up the
feelings of the eight students and alumni with LAS degrees
who won awards enabling them to study abroad for an
academic year. Six won U.S. Fulbright student awards—tying
the DePaul record set in 2015—and two won Boren awards.
The winners, who include college seniors, graduate students
and young professionals, undergo a challenging and
highly competitive application process. They are coached
by Phillip Stalley, associate professor in the Department of
Political Science, and supported by a 13-member faculty
committee that reviewed application essays, wrote letters of
recommendation and offered career advice.
“I was very impressed by the caliber of this year’s Fulbright
and Boren applicants, particularly by their commitment to
community service,” says Stalley. “One Fulbright winner,
for example, lives in the Vincent and Louise House. Other
applicants donated their time via student government or
DePaul service immersion trips. One volunteered in a Syrian
orphanage, while others worked in Chicago public schools
or organizations that work with refugees or teach English as
a second language. They are a cause for optimism.”
This year’s Fulbright winners and their destinations are:
•

Salma Ghalyoun (International Studies ’15), Malaysia

•

Carolyn Kammer (Psychology and Spanish ’17), Guatemala

•

Ani Kasparian (Arabic and Spanish ’16), Jordan

•

Christina Origel (International Studies, Spanish,
Geography ’17), Mexico

•

Kyla Patterson (Writing, Rhetoric and Discourse ’17),
Czech Republic

•

Daniel Rosiak (PhD candidate, Philosophy), Colombia

This year’s Boren winners and their destinations are:
•

Tom Rietz (student, Political Science and Economics),
Jordan

•

Dina Abdalla (International Studies and Geography ’17),
Oman

DePaul’s ability to prepare students to succeed in prestigious
competitions depends on the generosity of our alumni and
friends. Please consider supporting the leaders of the future.

https://via.library.depaul.edu/insights/vol1/iss12/1

Fulbright winner Ani Kasparian
(Arabic and Spanish, ’16)

Support DePaul University
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
Support leading scholars, campus facilities and resources, and scholarships
for students in the College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences.

GENERAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Continue DePaul’s commitment to being accessible to all students by
helping fund need-based scholarships.

FUND FOR DEPAUL
Make an immediate impact through an unrestricted gift applied to
DePaul’s areas of greatest need, ranging from scholarships to programs.

Visit alumni.depaul.edu/newsletter
to make your gift now.
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IN BRIEF
PROFESSORS LEAD
GALLERY TALKS
Joanna Gardner-Huggett
(left), associate professor in
the Department of History
of Art and Architecture,
discussed “Self Portrait
of My Sister” by Chicago
artist Gertrude Abercrombie
during DePaul University
Night at the Art Institute of
Chicago. Simone Zurawski,
also an associate professor
in the department, and Mia Lopez, assistant curator at the DePaul Art Museum,
led other gallery talks. The biannual event celebrates DePaul’s extensive partnership
with the Art Institute.

FIRST-GENERATION
STUDENT WINS LATINO
CAUCUS SCHOLARSHIP
Michelle Nathalie Ramirez, a firstgeneration student of Mexican and
Salvadoran descent, won one of
25 Illinois Legislative Latino Caucus
Foundation Scholarships for 2016-17.
Ramirez was selected based on her past
involvement in and future impact on
issues facing the Latino community. She
graduated in June 2017 with a double
major in sociology and Latin American
and Latino studies and a minor in peace,
justice and conflict resolution studies.

WORLD CATHOLICISM WEEK
Five centuries after Martin Luther nailed his “Ninety-five Theses” to a church door in
Wittenberg, Germany, initiating the Protestant Reformation, theologians and scholars
from around the world gathered at DePaul to explore the lingering repercussions on
Christianity during World Catholicism Week in April. Prominent speakers from India,
Nigeria, Brazil, Chile and Sri Lanka discussed challenges to ecumenism—the promotion
of unity among Christian churches—when faced with scarce resources and competition
for adherents, especially in the global South. The annual event is hosted by the Center
for World Catholicism and Intercultural Theology.
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MCNAIR SCHOLARS EARN TOP BERTHS
Brooklynn Leonhardt (left) and Cynthia Marrero
Ramos have a lot in common. Both completed their
bachelor’s degrees in philosophy in 2017. Both were
awarded fully funded admission to dual doctoral
programs in philosophy and women, gender and
sexuality studies at Penn State University. And both
were part of DePaul’s nationally respected McNair
Scholars Program, a federally funded initiative to help
first-generation or underrepresented students prepare
for and pursue graduate study. Leonhardt minored in
English literature and Spanish, while Marrero Ramos
also majored in American studies and minored in
African and black diaspora studies.

BUCKING APPOINTED TO SANDERS
PROFESSORSHIP
Scott Bucking, associate professor in the Department
of History, was named the Sanders Endowed Professor
for 2017-18. The first endowed professorship in the
college, made possible by a bequest from Leroy D.
“Lee” Sanders in honor of his late wife, Mary Clare
McHugh Sanders, will support Bucking’s continued
work on his project “The Avdat in Late Antiquity
Project: An Archaeological Investigation of ‘Urban’
Monasticism.” This archaeological field project is based
at the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Avdat in the
Negev Desert of southern Israel. Bucking will hold a
visiting researcher position at the Blaustein Institutes
for Desert Research of Ben-Gurion University of the
Negev in Sde Boker, Israel, in the winter quarter.
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OSTROWSKI NAMED ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE
Zack Ostrowski, associate professor in the Department of Art, Media and
Design, is the artist-in-residence for the fall semester in the 2D design
department of his alma mater, the prestigious Cranbrook Academy of Art in
Bloomfield Hills, Mich. Also known by his alias Beverly Fresh, he is an artist,
designer and musician who has exhibited and performed throughout the
United States and internationally. He will perform his “Wild American Dogs
Real Big Tent Revival Show,” pictured above, at the Detroit Institute of the
Arts as part of its instrumental performance festival this fall.

ROYAL BALLET DANCER INTERPRETS
TRANSFORMATION
“All arts have their purpose. Dance can say something that
words can’t. It can also interpret music. It can make you hear
something that you wouldn’t have … just by listening to it.
When you see someone moving to that same music, you
might hear something or feel something different.”
So said Edward Watson, principal dancer for the Royal Ballet in
London, as he discussed his lead role in “The Metamorphosis,”
based on Franz Kafka’s novella of the same name and adapted
for the stage by choreographer Arthur Pita. Watson won the
2012 Olivier Award for Outstanding Achievement in Dance in
the role. He spoke at DePaul through two series held by the
DePaul Humanities Center, Transformations and In Conversations
with Great Minds. Explore this season’s schedule at go.depaul.
edu/humanities. All events are free and open to the public.

JUNIOR WINS FIRST PLACE IN STATE
COMPETITION
As a junior, Alex Temes won first place in the Illinois
Geographic Information Systems Association student poster
competition in May. His project, which used remote sensing
to analyze a 2002 Arizona wildfire, was originally developed
for a course taught by Patrick McHaffie, associate professor in
the Department of Geography.

https://via.library.depaul.edu/insights/vol1/iss12/1

ANTI-DEATH
PENALTY
ACTIVIST SPEAKS
“The only way anything
gets changed is when
you have knowledge.
Knowledge empowers
you to act.”
Sister Helen Prejean,
C.S.J., the ardent
anti-death penalty
activist who donated
her personal archives
to DePaul, spoke at a
breakfast hosted by the
Department of Catholic
Studies and during a
panel discussion held
by DePaul’s Office of
Mission and Values on
April 19. She makes an
annual visit to talk with
students and meet with
faculty and staff about
death penalty issues.
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FACULTY PUBLICATIONS
THE COIN CONUNDRUM: THE FUTURE OF
COUNTERINSURGENCY AND U.S. LAND
POWER

NEOLIBERAL CHICAGO

Tom Mockaitis, professor in the Department
of History and in the Refugee and Forced
Migration Studies program, summarizes
the debate between those who argue
that the military must adapt to fighting
unconventional wars and others who say
the focus on counterinsurgency (COIN)
has undermined the military’s conventional
warfare readiness. (Strategic Studies
Institute and U.S. Army War College Press)

Neoliberalism, which combines fiscal
austerity with less economic regulation,
is the philosophy followed by Chicago’s
current and previous mayor. Essayists
investigate what neoliberalism means in
practice, from gentrification to privatization.
The book is edited by Larry Bennett,
professor emeritus in the Department of
Political Science, Roberta Garner, professor
in the Department of Sociology, and Euan
Hague, professor in the Department of
Geography. (University of Illinois Press)

CRISIS OF LEGITIMACY AND POLITICAL
VIOLENCE IN UGANDA, 1890 TO 1979

QUEERING CONTEMPORARY ASIAN
AMERICAN ART

The ongoing political violence in Uganda
is directly linked to a persistent challenge
to the legitimacy of its government
and its institutions, as demonstrated by
Ogenga Otunnu, associate professor in
the Department of History. Both internal
and external forces are responsible
for more than a century of violence.
(Palgrave Macmillan)

This book challenges norms and
methodologies within the Asian American
artistic culture. Co-edited by Laura Kina,
Vincent de Paul Professor, professor in the
Department of Art, Media and Design and
director of Critical Ethnic Studies, the book
uses “queering” to investigate transgressive
cultural, social and political engagement and
practice. (University of Washington Press)

POLITICS OF AFRICAN ANTICOLONIAL
ARCHIVE

ART AND SOVEREIGNTY IN GLOBAL
POLITICS

This collection of essays reflects on how
anticolonial African nations archive
and interpret their colonial histories.
Co-edited by Shiera el-Malik, an
assistant professor in the Department of
International Studies, it uses a Derridean
view that history is continuously being
constructed. The authors argue that
African peoples are actively creating
data, rather than serving only as the
objects of data. (Rowman and Littlefield)

Transcending disciplinary boundaries,
this book brings new insights to the
relationship between the aesthetic and
the political. Co-edited by Elizabeth
Lillehoj, professor in the Department of
History of Art and Architecture, it explores
these complex and interwoven aspects of
human experience. Topics include modern
art, commercialization and colonialism.
(Palgrave MacMillan)

ETHIOPIANS IN AN AGE OF MIGRATION:
SCATTERED LIVES BEYOND BORDERS
Edited by Fassil Demissie, associate
professor in the Department of Public
Policy Studies, this book explores the
unprecedented number of Ethiopian
migrants who, in the 1970s, fled
famine, rural poverty, civil war and
political repression to seek a better
life. Today they form a distinctive
community, spread across the globe
but united by their shared history.
(Routledge)
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CONVENTIONAL
UNCONVENTIONAL
AND

WAR
A HISTORY OF CONFLICT
IN THE MODERN WORLD

THOMAS R. MOCKAITIS

CONVENTIONAL AND UNCONVENTIONAL
WAR: A HISTORY OF CONFLICT IN THE
MODERN WORLD
Tom Mockaitis, professor in the Department
of History and in the Refugee and Forced
Migration Studies program, examines
how social forces shaped conventional
wars and unconventional conflicts since
1964. He explores the relationship
between fighters and their cultures,
how technology influences warfare, the
impact of cultural beliefs and the interplay
between these types of conflict, including
counterinsurgencies. (Praeger)
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A

s she rose through the ranks of the Chicago
Public Library (CPL), Annie Miskewitch (English
’00, MA Writing ’03) made an important
discovery about leadership: one size does not fit all.
“I’ve learned a lot by observing and critically thinking,”
says Miskewitch, division chief for business, history,
science and government documents at Harold
Washington Public Library, CPL’s flagship location in the
South Loop. “You have to be exposed to a lot to know
how to adapt your style to get the best outcome from
all. Leadership has a lot of different kinds of hats to it.”
With a staff of 65 and a customer base in the
millions, Miskewitch credits the broad perspective she
gained at DePaul with helping her guide her team,
her patrons and the library’s collections.
“Empathy is crucial,” she says. “It’s incredibly important
not only to be exposed to other people, but literally to
try that other shoe on sometimes and have an idea of
how someone else can possibly think or feel.”
Miskewitch worked at the library as a circulation
clerk while she was earning her undergraduate
degree. After graduation, she missed being in the
collaborative environment in LAS so much that she
earned a master’s degree in writing. Her rigorous LAS
education prepared her to get an online degree in
library science from the University of Illinois, enabling
her to become a full librarian.
Miskewitch’s former boss recognized her potential,
promoting her to manager of the branch and
encouraging her to reach higher. “She always
thought that I was a great problem solver and was
really good at critical thinking,” she says. “She really
saw leadership skills and qualities in me at a time
when I was just being me.”

Annie Miskewitch (English ’00, MA Writing ’03)
at the Harold Washington Library.

“Leadership has a
lot of different
kinds of hats to it.”
https://via.library.depaul.edu/insights/vol1/iss12/1

Miskewitch, who’s been a division chief for four
years, says her liberal arts experiences make her
an effective team leader. “I think the liberal arts at
DePaul exposed me to the human condition and how
people respond at different times, how we behave,
how we interact. Those skills always come into play
with whatever you’re doing,” she says.
They are also pivotal to keeping the library’s collection
responsive to the changing interests of patrons.
She draws on her broad knowledge base, careful
listening, and attention to news and trends, not to
mention her own love of reading.
“Right now, offering information literacy is crucial,
especially talking to people about real news versus
fake news,” she says. “People really need to make
sure that they are getting the best information
possible. That’s what we strive to do.”
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Stay connected to DePaul through our online
communities, including Facebook, LinkedIn,
Flickr, YouTube, Twitter and Instagram. Visit
alumni.depaul.edu to sign up today.

Join former classmates and fellow alumni
for a trip down memory lane! Events
include a signature Saturday night
reception, tours of campus, family-friendly
activities, DePaul Day at the Art Institute of
Chicago and Sunday Mass.
For more information and to register, please
visit alumni.depaul.edu/alumniweekend.
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